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1917 Excerpt: ...the glorious rapture of the
first meeting on the banks of the Niemen
was never recaptured. What Napoleon in
his amiable flattery called le style de Tilsit
was dead and done with. Though in his
patronage of Wieland and Goethe
Napoleon proved himself once more the
forerunner of romance in modern Europe,
and once more did his best to dazzle the
Tsar, the ancient charm had ceased to
work. And there was Talleyrand, scheming
for France against her Emperor, ready to
pour the poison of dissension into
Alexanders ear. Sire, said he, what do you
come here to do? It is for you to save
Europe, and you can succeed in that
enterprise only by holding your own
against Napoleon. The French people is
civilised; its sovereign is not. The
sovereign of Russia is civilised; his people
is not: it is, then, the duty of the sovereign
of Russia to become the ally of the French
people. Such subtle counsel as this could
not but have effect upon the mind of
Alexander, whose youthful liberalism,
combined with the influence of Speranski,
the son of a pope and a violent reformer,
suddenly appointed privy counsellor,
convinced him that his duty was owed not
to the French Emperor but to the Russian
people. It was still Alexanders ambition to
link Russia to the chain of Western
civilisation--to create a nation, in fact,
higher in its moral and intellectual level
than that which the great Catherine had
bequeathed to him. He saw at last that he
could succeed in this purpose only by
serving his own people and by putting
away from his eyes the glamour of
Napoleon. There remained his foolish
attachment for the cause of the Prussians-poor miserable creatures, Napoleon called
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them; and the loyal sympathy, which he
preserved for the abject Frederick William,
made still wider the breach whi...
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