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Alexis de Tocqueville was one of the
greatest political thinkers of all time. Born
a French aristocrat, he lost nearly his entire
family in the Reign of Terror, and he spent
most of his adult life struggling for liberty
under the unsuccessful regimes of
nineteenth-century France. At age
twenty-five he travelled to Americaand
encountered democracy for the first time.
This firsthand experience contributed to his
incisive writing on liberty and democracy.
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